Bible Study: Rev 20 The Millennium

Author: John
Audience: the seven churches of Asia Minor
Date: approximately 95 A.D.
Location: Patmos
Theme: the revelation of Jesus Christ; things which must soon take place
Genre: prophecy/apocalyptic
Outline

Satan is bound for 1000 years (20:1-3)
The saints reign for 1000 years (20:4-6)
The final rebellion is crushed (20:7-10)
The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15)
Observation

Satan is imprisoned for 1000 years and not allowed to deceive the nations
He is released for a short time after the Millennium

The (holy) saints are resurrected (first) at the at the start of the Millennium
They rule and judge with Jesus Christ during the Millennium

They are not subject to the second death (i.e., eternal damnation)

After the Millennium, Satan is released to deceive the nations, 

Gog and Magog lead a vast army against the saints and the beloved city
The rebellious army is incinerated, and Satan is thrown into the lake of fire

The dead stand (resurrected) before the Great White Throne to be judged
They are judged by what is written in the books, according to their deeds
Anyone not found written in the Book of Life is cast into the lake of fire
Interpretation

Will the earth be empty for 1000 years?

No. Various nations will survive the Great Tribulation and repopulate the earth; they are not resurrected saints because they are potentially susceptible to satanic deception (Rev 20:3). By the end of the Millennium, people will be as numerous as the sand upon the shore; they are clearly physical beings because fire will devour (Gk. katesthiō) their bodies (Rev 20:8).
Will the resurrected saints rule on the earth during the Millennium?

Yes. When Christ returns with the saints, His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives (Zech 14:4), and He will battle the armies of the earth assembled against Him (Rev 19:15). The saints will kings and priest with Christ on the earth during the Millennium (Rev 5:9-10, 20:6).
Who are Gog and Magog?

“In Ezekiel 38 Gog was the ruler and Magog was the people, and both were in rebellion against God and were enemies of Israel.
” “Magog was the land of Gog, between Armenia and Cappadocia… The name represented Scythian hordes southwest of the Black Sea.”

Is the war in Rev 20:7-10 the same one mentioned Ezekiel 38-39?

There is some evidence that they are the same:
· These are the only two passages where Gog and Magog are mentioned together.

· Gog and Magog are the principle antagonists in both battles (cf. Ezek 38:2, Rev 20:8).
· The destination of the both armies is the land of Israel (cf. Ezek 38:8, Rev 20:9).
· Israel is at peace in unwalled villages without bars or gates (Ezek 38:11), which is consistent with the end of the Millennium rather than the beginning.
· In both passages, heavenly fire consumes the enemies (cf. Ezek 38:22, 39:6, Rev 20:9).
Who will follow Satan when he is released? 
“Those who survive the Tribulation will enter the Millennium in their natural bodies, and they will bear children and repopulate the earth (Isa. 65:18-25). Under ideal circumstances in which all know about Jesus Christ (cf. Jer. 31:33-34), many will outwardly profess faith in Christ without actually placing faith in Him for salvation. The shallowness of their professions will become apparent when Satan is released. The multitudes who follow Satan are evidently those who have never been born again in the millennial kingdom.”
 
“The Millennium will reveal that man's rebellion against God lies deep in man's own heart, not in the devil's deception. Even when Satan is bound and righteousness prevails in the world, some people will still rebel against God. The final release of Satan will openly draw out this hidden evil.”

Who is seated on the Great White Throne?

The text does not say, but there are hints that it is Jesus Christ (cf. John 5:22; 2Cor 5:10).

What did Jesus teach about Judgment Day?

God’s judgment will be proportional (cf. Mt 10:14-15, 11:20-24, Lk 12:42-48)

Every single word we speak is recorded for judgment (Mt 12:36)

All the dead will be resurrected together (Mt 12:41-42)

Application

An example to follow: being willing to lay down our lives for Jesus Christ

A challenge to face: our eternal salvation or damnation is being decided right now
A challenge to face: to whom much is given, much will be required
Rev 20:3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.

Rev 20:8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.

Zech 14:4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.

Rev 19:15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

Rev 5:9  And they *sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

Rev 5:10  "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

Ezek 38:2 "Son of man, set your face toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him

Rev 20:8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.

Ezek 38:8 "After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come into the land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its people were brought out from the nations, and they are living securely, all of them.

Rev 20:9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.

Ezek 38:11 and you will say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled villages. I will go against those who are at rest, that live securely, all of them living without walls and having no bars or gates,

Ezek 38:22 "With pestilence and with blood I will enter into judgment with him; and I will rain on him and on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a torrential rain, with hailstones, fire and brimstone.

Ezek 39:6 "And I will send fire upon Magog and those who inhabit the coastlands in safety; and they will know that I am the LORD.

Isa 65:20 "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who does not reach the age of one hundred Will be thought accursed.

Jer 31:33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

Jer 31:34 "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

John 5:22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,

2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Mt 10:14  "Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.

Mt 10:15  "Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.

Mt 11:20  Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His miracles were done, because they did not repent.

Mt 11:21  "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

Mt 11:22  "Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.

Mt 11:23  "And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day.

Mt 11:24  "Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you."

Lk 12:42  And the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them their rations at the proper time?

Lk 12:43  "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.

Lk 12:44  "Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.

Lk 12:45  "But if that slave says in his heart, ‘My master will be a long time in coming,’ and begins to beat the slaves, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk;

Lk 12:46  the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place with the unbelievers.

Lk 12:47  "And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes,

Lk 12:48  but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.

Mt 12:36  "But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.

Mt 12:41  "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.

Mt 12:42  "The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.
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